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SeaWorld Orlando receives prestigious accreditation from the Association 

of Zoos and Aquariums 

Silver Spring, Md. (March 25, 2026) – The Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) has 

announced that SeaWorld Orlando was granted accreditation by AZA’s independent 

Accreditation Commission. Each application was evaluated by the independent Accreditation 

Commission and determined to meet AZA's standards for animal wellbeing, care, and 

management. 

"Congratulations to the leadership and staff at SeaWorld Orlando for attaining the global ‘gold 

standard’ in zoological and aquarium accreditation,” said Dan Ashe, president, and CEO of the 

Association of Zoos and Aquariums. “AZA’s standards continuously evolve to reflect best 

practices in the zoo and aquarium profession, with a strong emphasis on animal care and 

wellbeing at their core. SeaWorld Orlando has demonstrated a dedication to this exceptional 

level of care.” 

AZA accreditation includes a detailed application and a meticulous multiple-day on-site 

inspection by an independent team of zoological professionals. The inspecting team analyzes 

all aspects of the facility’s operation, including animal care and wellbeing; veterinary care; staff 

training; educational programs; conservation efforts; financial stability; risk management; 

governance; and guest services. Detailed reports from the inspection team and the facility alike 

are then thoroughly evaluated by the Accreditation Commission. Finally, the Commission 

interviews top officials from the facility at a formal hearing, after which accreditation is fully 

granted, provisionally granted for one year, or denied. 

A thorough review ensures that each facility has met and will continue to meet ever-rising 

standards. As a condition of Association membership, AZA facilities must complete this rigorous 

accreditation process every five years. 

“SeaWorld Orlando is honored to be granted AZA accreditation for another five years, as we 

have continued upholding this high standard of animal care since we were first accredited 43 

years ago,” said Jon “JP” Peterson, SeaWorld Orlando’s park president. “We are proud to be 

part of this prestigious group of AZA-accredited institutions and we are particularly proud of our 

teams for their devotion and commitment to providing the ‘gold standard’ of care to our animals.” 

 
 

news release 

 

Media Contact: Sarah Fedele 
SFedele@AZA.org 

   Mobile: 336-662-3304 

 

mailto:SFedele@AZA.org


There are 240 AZA-accredited institutions and 14 AZA-accredited related facility members in 12 

countries. For a complete list of accredited AZA facilities, please visit 

https://www.aza.org/current-accreditation-list. 

### 

About AZA 

Founded in 1924, the Association of Zoos and Aquariums is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the advancement of 

zoos and aquariums in the areas of conservation, animal welfare, education, science, and recreation. AZA is setting 

the global gold standard, accrediting 254 of the top zoos, aquariums, and related facilities in 12 countries. Look for 

the AZA accreditation logo whenever you visit a zoo or aquarium as your assurance that you are supporting a facility 

dedicated to providing excellent care for animals, a great experience for you, and a better future for all living things. 

The AZA is a leader in saving species and your link to helping animals all over the world. To learn more, visit 

www.aza.org.  

About SeaWorld Orlando 

SeaWorld is a leading marine life theme park and accredited zoo and aquarium that provides experiences that matter 

while educating and inspiring guests of all ages to care about marine life. Welcoming millions of guests every year, 

the parks offer fun and enriching experiences from up-close animal encounters and year-round educational programs 

to award-winning marine-life-themed rides and attractions, special events, and exciting entertainment. For more than 

60 years, SeaWorld has advanced the conservation of marine life in and outside its parks through science, education, 

and exceptional animal care that is Humane Certified by American Humane and accredited by the Alliance of Marine 

Mammal Parks and Aquariums and the Association of Zoos and Aquariums. SeaWorld is one of the largest marine 

animal rescue organizations in the world, helping more than 41,000 animals to date. The SeaWorld Conservation 

Fund, a non-profit foundation established in 2003, has provided more than $20 million to nearly 1,400 organizations 

to advance critical research on every continent.  A portion of park proceeds goes toward supporting these 

longstanding conservation commitments. SeaWorld parks are in Orlando, San Antonio, San Diego, and Abu Dhabi, 

United Arab Emirates (UAE). SeaWorld is part of the United Parks & Resorts Inc. (NYSE:PRKS) portfolio of theme 

park brands. For more information, visit us at SeaWorld.com.  
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